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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


MARCH 
as 


ANNIVERSARIES 


6th, 1894: Opening of Beulah - Hopetoun line 
(100 

13th, es First M class 150 hp diesel-hydraulic 
shunting loco (0-6-0) built at Newport 
Workshops (35) 

14th, 1899: First narrow gauge line (2’ 6’””) 
opened, Wangaratta - Whitfield (95) 

14th, 1969: Opening of line extension, Appleton 
Dock - new container wharves (25) 

21st, 1969: First of 70 FQX, 63 ft sg flat wagons 
in service (25) 

29th, 1949: Closure of Stawell - Grampians line 
(45) 

31st, 1954: Parliamentary Public Works 
Committee recommended construction of the 
underground city railway (40) 

1974: Horsham announced as first of 32 freight 
centres (20) 

1979: Withdrawal of K162, last steam loco in VR 
service (15) 

DIARY 

Sat. 19th: Steamrail Steam Suburban Ramble 

Thurs. 24th: Monthly Meeting, Glasshouse 
Theatre, RMIT 

Sat. 26th: ARHS Steam Tour to Dookie 


APRIL 
Pisriissintzs 
ANNIVERSARIES 
2nd 1884: Opening of Sunshine - Melton line 
(110) 
2nd, 1969: Opening of Barry Beach Junction - 
Barry Beach line (25) 
8th, 1979: Passenger service reinstated Frankston 
- Mornington line (15) 
10th, 1919: Opening Shelley - Beetoomba line 
iB 


ae ee Opening Redcliffs - Werrimul line 

70 

28th, 1919: Opening Nayook - Noojee line (75) 

29th, 1969: Opening Long Island Junction - Long 
Island line (25) 

30th, 1954: Closure of narrow gauge Upper 
Ferntree Gully - Gembrook line (40 

1889: First Australian built E class suburban 
passenger (2-4-2 tank), Y class (0-6-0) and 
new A class (4-4-0) locos at Phoenix Foundry 
Ballarat (105) 


DIARY 


Mon. 4th: The Vintage Train to the Bendigo 
Easter Fair 


MAY 
aaa 


ANNIVERSARIES 


2nd, 1959: Closure of Meringur - Morkalla line 
(35) 

7th, 1879: Opening of Gordon - Warrenheip line 
(115) 

7th, 1894: Opening of Korumburra - Jumbunna 
line (100) 

21st, 1879: Opening of Geelong - Queenscliff 
line (115) 

28th, 1909: Closure of Geelong Racecourse 
Junction - Geelong Racecourse line (85) 

28th, 1914: Opening of Ben Nevis - Navarre line 
(80) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


NATIONAL RAIL 
CORPORATION LIMITED 


The corporation recently released its 
1992-93 Annual Report. 

Although the report went into 
extensive detail regarding organis- 
ation, finances, aims and policy, there 
were some items which may be of 
interest to the enthusiast. These are 
summarised hereunder: 


Review of Operations: 


= National Rail (NR) began revenue- 
earning operations on 5 April 1993. 
Freight revenue earned by the com- 
pany from that date to 30 June 1993 
totalled $60.8 million. 

= Nationally, revenue from interstate 
freight totalled $434 million, an in- 
crease of 0.2% over the previous 12 
months. This excludes interstate 
carriage of mineral concentrates by 
Australian National from Broken 
Hill to Port Pirie, revenue from 
which is not yet brought to account 
through NR. 

# In return for rail authorities continu- 
ing to perform functions not yet 
transferred to NR, the company 
pays to them all the freight revenue 
it collects, after deducting the com- 
pany’s reasonable costs (recurrent 
expenses exclusive of establishment 
costs). 

= Substantial savings in the costs of 
operating freight terminals and 
other activities are being achieved by 
transfer of functions to NR. It will 
become practicable to calculate the 
magnitude of these savings after 
transfer of a greater span of func- 
tions during 1993-94. 


Intermodal Freight: 

= The Intermodal Freight Division is 
responsible for carriage of freight 
for freight-forwarders (mostly in 
containers), shipping companies 
and some other customers. 

= Nationally sales in 12 months to 30 
June 1993 totalled $292.1 million (up 
2.6% over 1991-92). Small reductions 
were recorded in freight originating 
in New South Wales and South Aus- 
tralia only (1%). Approximately half 
the revenue earned by this division 
was from freight carried on prem- 
ium superfreighters. Sales by NR 
from 5 April were $45 million. 

= Overall, rail’s market share changed 
little during the year, as sales by 


competing road transport were also 
depressed in most corridors. Rev- 
enue was lost by both land transport 
modes to foreign-registered ships 
sailing between Australian ports 
under single voyage permits. 


Sales by rail were adversely affected 
by lack of available capacity to carry 
freight, largely owing to a shortage 
of wagons and terminal capacity. For 
some classes of wagons, revenue 
earning capacity fell to 70% for part 
of the year, because of a greater than 
normal number of rail wagons out 
of service for repair. 

To respond to requests by the ship- 
ping industry and freight forwarders 
to improve capacity, NR began a 
new twice weekly Sydney - Mel- 
bourne superfreighter in May 1993. 
To assist in improving reliability of 
east coast corridor services, two new 
large capacity forklifts were acquired 
for Sydney Freight Terminal during 
May and June and more are on order 
for Melbourne (2) and Brisbane (2). 


Additional lifting equipment is also 
being acquired for other terminals in 
the Melbourne - Brisbane corridor. 
Control of all facets of wagon 
deployment and maintenance is 
expected to be transferred to NR 
during 1993-94. 


National Operations: 
= During 1992-93, emphasis was given 


to achieving operational visibility 
for all interstate trains on the 
national network. In February 1993 
the Adelaide National Control Cen- 
tre began operations by monitoring 
the timetable performance of all 
interstate trains, entering perform- 
ance data into NR’s ROSCO data- 
base. 


From 1 March 1993, NR took over 
the monitoring of the interstate 
wagon fleet from CENWAG (Rail- 
ways of Australia) and from 5 April 
the Control Centre was staffed 24 
hours per day. However, as pre- 
viously under Railways of Australia, 
rail authorities retained operational 
control of all wagons, with NR per- 
forming only an advisory role. Dur- 
ing May, the Control Centre began 
reporting the availability and utilis- 
ation of the interstate wagon fleet 
and entered all interstate trainload 


data into ROSCO. 


N461 runs around the pass at Dimboola, as a stab 
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led No.9150 goods with BL34-704-C502 waits to follow the 
16 00 up pass. 13 55. Sun.27.6.93 Gavin McLaughlan 


Infrastructure Programme: 


= The 1992 One Nation statement, 
announced by the Prime Minister, 
made provision for an investment of 
$454 million in the national rail net- 
work. Projects to cost $181 million 
were formally approved in August 
1992 and further approvals during 
the year to 30 June 1993, brought the 
total to $411.6 million. Of this total, 
projects to cost some $340.7 million 
are being managed directly by NR. 


= At 30 June 1993, commitments had 
been made by NR in respect of pro- 
jects to cost $56 million. The first 
projects completed were bridges on 
the north coast of New South 
Wales, built to replace old timber 
structures, which imposed heavy 
speed limits on all trains. 

= Projects being managed by NR are: 


— bridges, crossing loops and track 
upgrading in the Sydney - Bris- 
bane corridor ($73.9 million), 

— bridges, crossing loops and track 
upgrading in the Sydney - Mel- 
bourne corridor ($58.8 million), 

— track and signalling upgrading to 
improve freight access to Sydney 
($67 million), 

— gauge standardisation of the 
Adelaide - Melbourne corridor 
($118 million), and 


— upgrading Melbourne Freight 
terminal, including Dock Road 
link ($23 million). 


The extent of basic planning and 
detailed design required to progress 
the One Nation programme has been 
much greater than envisaged when it 
was announced. Few, if any, projects in 
the scheme had documented scope or 
designs completed by rail authorities, 
thus requiring that these be completed 
before tenders for any works were 
called. 


BRAKE PRODUCTS’ 
FACTORY 


Bendix Mintex will build a $5.7 million 
factory in Ballarat to construct brake 
products for Australia’s rail system. 


The non-metallic, asbestos-free, rail 
brake blocks and pads will be manufac- 
tured for both private and public trains 
around Australia. 


It was also planned to export to 
South-East Asia and New Zealand by 
late 1994. 


It was expected that the factory 
would be completed in June and pro- 
duction would commence immedi- 
ately. 


Bendix Mintex have received a $100 
000 grant from Regional Development 
Minister, Roger Hallam. 


The company is a major supplier to 
the automotive industry and has stated 
that the high performance brake ma- 
terials to be manufactured at the new 
factory will offer substantial savings 
and vastly improved performance. 


BRING BACK TRAINS 


Country Victorians, deserting the 
Government’s new regional bus ser- 
vices in droves, are vowing to continue 
their fight to bring back trains. 

Bairnsdale’s Save Our Train Group, 
which blockaded the city’s last pas- 
senger train last August, held a public 
meeting, inspired by the success of 
Armidale, a NSW city, which spent 
three years fighting to reclaim its 
trains. 

The Wimmera-Mallee Rail Service 
Association has broadened its scope to 
lobby for a standard gauge line be- 
tween Portland and NSW, as well as 
the return of the Dimboola train. 

Amid this backlash, V/Line is plan- 
ning a campaign to publicise its new 
services and win back rural travellers’ 
confidence. 

Community groups that battled the 
closures of their lines are hoping that 
the combination of West Coast Rail- 
way’s success and the improved work 
practices, worked out with unions, will 
encourage V/Line to re-open pas- 
senger services, or encourage private 
enterprise to step in. 

While the finely balanced nature of 
NSW politics favoured Armidale’s 
success, it is believed that the solution 
found there, the introduction of 
Explorer trains, would work for 
Bairnsdale and Dimboola by utilising 
the new Sprinters as they came on 
strength. 


= 
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now the WCR maintenance facility. Tues.15.2.94 Steve Malpass 


WARRNAMBOOL BY WCR 
— A private project with promise — 


After 115 years, Victorians 


A number of the State’s early rail- 


ways were owned by private enter- 
prise. However, in 1857 the govern- 
ment took over the construction and 
operation of railway lines and progres- 
sively absorbed the private lines. The 
last of these was merged with the state 
system on 1 July 1878. 

After more than a century, changed 
state government legislation last year has resulted in the 
introduction of privately operated passenger services on the 
Melbourne to Warrnambool and Melbourne to Shepparton 
lines, with major development to date in the south-west. 

Threatened with closure by the state government in Jan- 
uary 1993, the Warrnambool - Melbourne passenger service 
Operation was put out to tender and eventually awarded to a 
Geelong based company — The Victorian Railway Company 
Pty Ltd, trading as WEST CoasT RalLway, with head office 
on platform one at Geelong railway station. Initially operat- 
ing on a six months agreement, which expires on 6 March, 
while full accreditation is obtained, a seven year contract is 
being negotiated. 

Two months prior to the implementation of the agreement 
in September 1993, the Geelong office was opened and the 


can once again avail 

themselves of main-line 

passenger rail services 
operated by private companies 


Sid Brown 


small number of office staff became 
urgently involved in seeking new staff. 
This involved processing applications 
for employment, appointing person- 
nel and providing the necessary train- 
ing and on-train experience to run a 
railway. This was achieved with much 
dedicated effort, and a team was built 
with the expertise to take over the 
operation of their first revenue train on Sunday 19 Septem- 
ber, when N466, City of Warrnambool, ran the 17 05 (8280) up 
Warrnambool pass. There was some irony in this obvious 
choice of locomotive, as it had powered the last Vinelander 
from Mildura on the previous Sunday. 

The undertaking was to provide the same number of ser- 
vices, 36 each week, previously operated by V/Line, to the 
same timetable and stopping at the same stations, and this 
is being met. Safety standards and train control remain 
unchanged. 


THE VISION AND THE VISIONARIES 


Talking recently with the company’s three executive direc- 
tors, Chairman, Don Gibson, Gary McDonald and Michael 
Menzies, who share legal, financial and railway expertise, it 
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soon became apparent that none of them are strangers to rail 
operation. They have considerable hands-on experience over 
many years in the operation of the BELLARINE PENINSULA 
RAILWay and, in addition to directing operations, are loco- 
motive drivers. During the 1970s, Gary McDonald was a 
member of the editorial staff of NEWSsRAIL and Michael 
Menzies has had considerable practical acquaintance with 
V/Line operations. They are railway enthusiasts from way 
back. Observing the cheerful enthusiasm displayed by execu- 
tives working side by side with their small staff of twenty- 
seven at the time of writing, as they carry out their detailed 
planning and the provision of a friendly customer-oriented 
rail service to the state’s south-west, I could not help bringing 
to mind the well known challenging call of by-gone days: 
‘Go west, young man’. It seemed to fit the scene nicely. 

Initially they leased rollingstock and employed V/Line 
locomotives and crews, but within four months of the start 
of operation the company has purchased ten locomotives, 
three brake vans, two 
D freight vans and a 
dining car. On the final- 
isation of accreditation, 
it will take over owner- 
ship and maintenance 
responsibility of the 
three 4-car Z sets already 
allocated to WCR by 
V/Line. 

Conductor duties and 
on-train catering are 
performed by suitably 
trained and qualified 
company staff. 

Stations on the down 
side of South Geelong, 
recently staffed by 
V/Line, have been leased 
and are being operated 
by company personnel. 
Enginemen employed by 
the company will man 
locomotives upon completion of company safety accredi- 
tation and the introduction into service of its own fleet. Two 
man locomotive crews will continue. Safety crews will have 
direct radio contact with the Melbourne train control centre. 
All WCR staff engaged in safeworking/signalling, loco crew- 
ing or as conductors are being trained and examined under 
contract to the PTC and will be subject to PTC audit. 

The PTC continues to operate both passenger and freight 
trains between Melbourne and South Geelong, and freight 
trains only between South Geelong and Dennington. Land, 
railway tracks, signalling systems, platforms and station 
buildings will remain PTC owned property through to Warr- 
nambool and WCR will maintain station buildings. 

Existing V/Line fare structure and concessions still apply. 
There is no seat booking. 

In very short time, the three enterprising businessmen have 
developed a small private rail operation which, even in 
embryonic form, is providing an acceptable service for Mel- 
bourne to Warrnambool travellers and receiving encouraging 
support from the Warrnambool community and others along 
the line. 

Continuing to provide eighteen services a week in each 
direction on the 267 km route, in the first nineteen weeks of 
management to 26 January 1994, 100 000 passengers have been 
safely carried. This is an average of 153 travellers on each train, 
with up to 300 on some trips — a load factor of 65%. On some 
days, over 1200 people have been carried, with a maximum 


Inside the workshop area, S300 and 311 are under repair 
and are being prepared for the application of the 
WCR livery. Tues.15.2.94 Steve Malpass 


weekly total to time of writing of 7228. The best single day’s 
performance so far has been 1639 passengers carried on 
Fri.31.12. The WCR operations director said that the numbers 
represented strong support for the rail service. Such numbers 
could not have been easily transported by road coach service. 
Other country rail lines replaced by buses are believed to have 
reported a drop in patronage. 

Food, drinks, newspapers and magazines are available for 
sale on all trains between Geelong and Warrnambool, and 
on weekday afternoons between Melbourne and Geelong. 
The catering service is provided from the snack bar and 
snacks are taken to seats. 

The company’s success is being attributed to increased 
customer service levels, the staffs eye-catching uniforms 
reminiscent of those worn by airline hostesses and stewards, 
reliable catering and the special care of the elderly and un- 
accompanied young children. On travelling to Winchelsea, 
I personally enjoyed the friendly attention of on-train staff 
and station personnel at 
both Geelong and Win- 
chelsea. Two young girls 
were travelling unac- 
companied on my return 
trip to Geelong. As we 
approached their desti- 
nation, the caring con- 
ductor sent them back 
to their seats, requesting 
them to put on their 
shoes. He then helped 
them with their luggage 
and took them to seats 
in another carriage near 
the conductor’s com- 
partment, so that he 
could keep an eye on 
them, help them from 
the train, and ensure that 
they were met by an 
adult. This is service that 
really counts! 


WCR initially predicted that it would carry 186,000 pas- 
sengers in its first year of operation, but current ticket sales 
suggest that the figure will be 50% higher at 280,000. 


ROLLINGSTOCK 


Ten V/Line diesel-electric locomotives have been purchased. 
These are four S class, numbers 300, 302, 311 and 312, and six B 
class, numbers 61, 64, 65, 75, 76, and 80. Indications are that 
the four S units and two of the B class will be kept in oper- 
ational condition. Some consideration has also been given to 
the future purchase of a locomotive from interstate, should 
additional power be needed. 

Three passenger brake vans, CP291, 293 and 294, two D 
freight vans, 314 and 315, and the 12 table, 48 seat, Southern 
Aurora dining car RMS 2360, built in 1962, have also been 
purchased. 

The 12 ex-V/Line passenger cars operating the Warrnam- 
bool service are: ACZ 252, 255 and 257; BZ 267, 268 and 270; 
BRS 221, 222 and 224; BS 203, 205 and 207. These are normally 
arranged as three 4-car Z sets with one of each type of car in 
each set. As already indicated, these are currently leased with 
the occasional use of other V/Line cars, due to maintenance 
and operational requirements. Ownership will be finalised 
after receiving DOT safety accreditation. As other BS cars 
become available, a limited number will also be purchased. 


On each day, WCR operating plans include the use of two 
4-car Z sets, each providing 232 seats, as base consists. to 


service the line. The third set is brought into service on the 
third day. Each set is thus rotated and taken out of service for 
a day after being in service for two. This permits the weekly 
maintenance and provides extra cars for working sets when 
heavier than normal loadings are anticipated, such as on Fri- 
days and weekends when five or six car trains are needed. 


MAINTENANCE DEPOTS 


Since the PTC vacated the west block at Newport Work- 
shops, sections have been allocated to preservation organis- 
ations such as Steamrail, 707 Operations and Derm Preser- 
vation Association of Victoria, and also to West Coast 
Railway. This area will be employed as the Melbourne base 
for WCR rollingstock and the location for weekly train 
maintenance. The location and facilities should be mutually 
advantageous to the preservation groups and WCR. 

Initially, overhaul and storage of the locomotive fleet and 
brake vans will take place at Ballarat East. WCR has taken out 
a five year lease of the former V/Line loco maintenance depot 
in Corbett Street. Built about fifteen years ago in the late 1970s 
and vacated by V/Line in 1992, the facility was employed for 
servicing and examination of diesel-electrics. 

The main building has three tracks running into it, one 
being equipped with an electric crane. Two tracks span a 
sunken floor area on steel supports with raised work plat- 
forms on either side. The third track is set into a level concrete 
floor. This building also has extensive storage, office and 
amenities areas. 

One loco can be accommodated on each track within the 
building, with several others placed under cover at fuelling 
and servicing points at the front. The lease includes responsi- 
bility for the 21 metre turntable adjacent to the main building, 
with joint access to it for V/Line and other interested parties. 

A small number of skilled staff is being engaged to work 


the area, with the long term plan being to use the depot as a 
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general major overhaul and servicing facility, with scope for 
contracting to perform work for other organisations. Loco- 
motives have been stored at South Dynon, awaiting transfer 
to Ballarat East. On taking over full control of locations and 
rollingstock, the trains will undergo a revamp, with new 
colour scheme and logo. 


STAFFING 


WCR is operating with a small number of multi-skilled staff 
based principally at Geelong and Warrnambool, with the 
directors engaged in the daily on-hands running of the small 
company. 

Winchelsea is manned by a station officer between noon 
and 20 00 on Monday-Friday, during which times two train 
crossings occur. 

Colac is manned from 07 00 to 17 00 (Monday-Thursday), 
07 00 to 19 00 (Friday), and 07 30 to 11 00 (Saturday). Camper- 
down is staffed from 07 00 to 13 00 (Monday-Friday), 17 30 
to 18 30 (Friday), and 16 00 to 18 00 (Sunday). 


Terang is currently unmanned, and the Warrnambool 
booking office is open 06 00 to 18 00 (Monday-Friday), 06 30 
to 13 30 (Saturday) and 16 00 to 18 00 (Sunday). 

Birregurra, where two trains stop on Monday to Saturday, 
has had its station buildings in a state of disrepair for many 
years. Last year it was leased to the Birregurra Station Preser- 
vation Society, whose members have started to restore the 
station with the intention of opening it as a train, farm and 
antique furniture museum. 


When direct crewing of its own locomotives comes into 
operation, WCR will operate with a team of up to 17 engine- 
men, headed by Bob Evans who, before retirement from 
V/Line in November 1991, was the Locomotive Inspector. 


All current staff operate under awards covering Public 
Transport Union workers, with an Enterprise Bargaining 


After a quick trip ‘up the straight’ C502 backs $312, 302, 300 and 311 out of Ballarat station toward 
Ballarat East Loco at 16 15, Fri.4.2.94 Michael Menzies 
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The six WCR B class locomotives (B61, 64, 65 75, 76 and 80), stand at South Dynon ready to move to Ballarat 


East for storage examination, repair, servicing and painting. Mon.21.2.94 Steve Malpass 


Agreement currently being negotiated with the PTU to alter 
the awards to better suit the company’s passenger service 
operations. 


ON TRACK 


Transport Minister, Alan Brown, is in agreement with WCR 
directors when he says that he is very pleased with the suc- 
cessful operation of the privatised rail service, which has 
already achieved advances that a government-run service 
could not. This is also saving tax payers $3 million a year. 

There are, however, some rough riding problems due, 
according to the Minister, to minimal track maintenance since 
the uncertainty of the line’s future emerged in 1992. The fact 
that the track is not laid with welded rail, as most other main 
lines are, does not assist the situation. However, it is expected 
that the ride will improve from this year, with West Coast 
now contributing to line maintenance costs for the Geelong 
to Warrnambool line and also the Melbourne to Geelong 
line. 

The agreement on percentage of maintenance costs will 
no doubt relate to usage rates and tonnages carried. V/Line 
runs approximately 25% of the trains on the down side of 
South Geelong. From Monday to Friday, the 22 45 (9219) Tot- 
tenham Yard - Warrnambool goods departs South Geelong at 
00 35 for Colac, Boorcan, Warrnambool/Dennington, con- 
veying containers from Melbourne Freight Terminal to Colac 
and Warrnambool, containers from Dynon to Warrnambool 
and briquettes (Monday and Thursday) to Colac, Boorcan, 
Warrnambool and Dennington. Arrival time at Warrnam- 
bool is 05 10. The corresponding up goods, 9220, departs 
Warrnambool at 23 05 and passes through South Geelong at 
03 30 en route to Melbourne. The cross occurs at Colac at 
02 10. In addition, cement block trains use the section to the 
Victorian Portland Cement Co siding at Waurn Ponds. 
Generally, goods trains do not operate at times of West 
Coast services. 


TOURISM 


Steam powered trains hold attraction for young and old, as 
evidenced by the interest in and patronage of V/Line steam 
loco drawn services from Melbourne to Geelong during 
school holidays, steam operated tourist railways, and those 
tours organised by Steamrail on behalf of themselves and rail- 
way enthusiast societies. 

Conscious of the public drawing power of the steam loco- 
motive, in conjunction with the operators of R class engines, 
WCR are planning to introduce steam on a regular basis as 
part of a promotion of the Geelong area and the south-west 
of the state. Group bookings will be catered for and the din- 
ing car may be included in the consist. The loco servicing faci- 
lities will be re-introduced at Colac and Warrnambool, both 
of which are provided with 21 metre turntables. 


GATHERING SPEED 


In a spirit of co-operation with PTC, other organisations 
and within the company, West Coast Railway has made 
encouraging progress in a very short time. With their plans to 
improve on a reliable customer friendly passenger service, 
success in their efforts to win back parcel traffic to rail, eager- 
ness to assist local communities in their promotion of tour- 
ism and careful financial control, West Coast Railway will be 
playing an important role in re-establishing business con- 
fidence in Victoria. 

On 4 February 1890, Warrnambool was linked to Mel- 
bourne by rail. On the 105th anniversary perhaps we will see 
a fitting ‘Back to Warrnambool’ celebration to mark the 
occasion, with WCR playing a leading part. I certainly hope 
that this comes about in 1995! 


FOOTNOTE 

Some locomotive transfers have now taken place. S class have 
been moved to Ballarat East where preparations are in hand 
to repaint them in blue, gold, white and grey livery. 


ootscray — South Kensington 
31.12.1942. As the 9.40 pm down Gee- 
long goods, engine 875 A’, Driver 
Wood, Guard Veal, load 57/852 tons, 
was travelling in section at 10.4 pm, 
trucks 1206 I empty and 14227 empty, 
30th and 31st from engine, became derailed near junction 
Maribyrnong River goods line, opposite overhead structure 
No.195, fouling up Main Line, and trucks 15288 I, 10974 I and 
13904 I were damaged. The 9.45 pm up St. Albans, two car 
electric, Driver Larkins, Guard Roberts, which left Footscray 
at 10.2 pm fouled the obstruction causing the driving trailer 
car 221 D to become derailed and fall down the bank, at same 
time pulling down the overhead on up line for a considerable 
distance, and affecting overhead on down line. 34 passengers 
on 10.2 up and the injured were attended to by Doctors on the 
spot and removed to hospital by ambulance. The 6.30 pm up 
Bendigo Passenger which arrived Footscray 29 minutes late 
was returned to West Footscray on wrong line and routed via 
Independent goods lines to South Kensington arriving 
Spencer St 12.45 am — 165 minutes late. The 4.30 up Warr- 
nambool pass was running 60 late was similarly dealt with and 
arrived Melbourne at 12.58 am — 198 late. Passengers were 
conveyed to destinations by special service of electric trains. 
Seven buses were utilised to transport passengers between 
North Melbourne and Footscray for the Willamstown and St. 
Albans lines which were served by electric train on these 
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NEw YEAR’S Day 
— 1943 — 


Andrew Waugh 
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; From the Items of 
‘cE  : Information dated 
: Friday 1 January 1943 


sections from Footscray. The 1125 pm 
Melbourne - Geelong passenger was 
cancelled and goods traffic consisting 
of perishables and important loading 
only was worked via West Footscray 
goods lines. The 4.30 am Williams- 
town parcels coach was also cancelled. The wrecking crane 
departed Melbourne at 12.58 am. Down line was cleared for 
traffic at 7.7 am Ist inst, and single line working introduced. 
St.Albans line trains were cancelled as between Flinders 
Street and Footscray and a local service run between Foots- 
cray and St. Albans. The morning peak traffic and country 
arrivals and departures were seriously affected in 
consequence.’ 

The accompanying photograph was published in the Argus 
of 2 January and shows the site of the collision on the morn- 
ing of New Year’s Day during repair work to the overhead. 

The camera is looking east towards South Kensington with 
the up line in the foreground. In the background, the Mari- 
byrnong River bridge can be seen through the overhead stan- 
chion. The signal in the centre of the photograph is the up 
home signal (post 2) protecting the junction of the Maribyr- 
nong River goods lines. The junction of the goods lines can 
be seen between the accident site and the bridge. 

The ‘spark’ on the down line appears to be an up Williams- 
town train running in the wrong direction during the single 
line working between Footscray and South Kensington. The 


495Yds.- za 


Mercbryre ” 4 


! 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
1 
1 
1 
! 
! 
1 
1 
1 
1 


NEWSRAIL March 1994 


The accident scene as repair work gets underway 


train cannot proceed until the overhead gang removes the 
ladder which is foul of the down line. A number of passengers 
can be seen watching the work from the motor car of the 
spark. 


News reports mention that an overhead stanchion was 
knocked over during the collision. The replacement wooden 
pole can be seen in the foreground and the overhead gang is 
busy restringing the overhead over the up line. Temporary 
pull-off ropes can be seen keeping the overhead on the down 
line in correct alignment and the two gentlemen in the fore- 
ground appear to be watching the behaviour of the overhead 
during the passage of the train. 


Driving trailer 221 D can be seen with its nose in the pad- 
docks of Angliss’ meatworks. During the collision the two 
cars apparently were telescoped together. The damage to the 
rear of 221 D can be seen. The motor car (the number of 
which is not known) faired even worse as its roof collapsed. 


Sixteen people were taken to hospital with various injuries 
and six were still in hospital on the afternoon of the Ist. The 
driver of the train, Timothy Larkins, 60, of East Brunswick, 
was included in this number. He suffered broken ribs and had 
a tendon severed in his hand. 


According to the Sw, the up line was reopened at 2.02 pm 
on the Ist and normal working then resumed. The priority on 
the morning of the 1st was to bring the up line back into ser- 
vice, and reclaiming the body of 221 D was probably left until 
the quiet hours of the weekend. 
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— Almost another — 


VICTORIAN RAILWAYS’ 
RAILMOTOR 


Office of District Superintendent 
Dandenong, 
1.8.24 


S.A.R. RAIL MOTOR 
NOW RUNNING ON 
ORBOST LINE 


As directed by you I inspected the 
S.A.R. Rail Motor on Orbost Line. 
This vehicle which is, in reality, a 
Rail Motor car driven by oil is a very 
suitable type for such a line as this with 
its fine, roomy interior, ample space 
between seats and a wide corridor. 


CONSTRUCTION OF CAR 
The car is constructed almost entirely 
of pressed steel and whilst this may 


The following memorandum 
dated in 1924 has been 
passed on to me by Jack 

McLean. The memorandum 

is repeated below in the exact 

wording except in the cases of 
] which has been added 
for additional information 


Of interest is: 
1. the ‘introduction’ of possibly the 
first ‘unisex’ toilet on a rail vehicle 
operated by the Victorian Railways. 
2. Four road vehicles valued in 1924 at 
$6,400.00, being put off the road due 
to stiff competition from rail. 
3. Authorisation to construct the 
Leyland type railmotors. 


LIGHTING 

Car is well lighted with numerous 
small electric lights which show a good 
light and amply meets requirements. 
The electric current is generated by the 
Motor engine. 


HEAD LIGHTS 

A good serviceable Head light is pro- 
vided in front of car and enables the 
Motorman to see a good distance 
ahead and he could easily pick up any 
obstruction on the line in sufficient 
time to avoid an accident. 


WARNING WHISTLE 


A good air whistle of the siren type is 
provided and I understand it can be 


add to the temperature in the summer 
season in a hot climate, I consider the 
advantage is great in case of car taking 
fire. There is practically nothing but 
the cane seats that would burn. The climate in Gippsland 
being mild in Summer, this would not be a drawback. The 
cane seats are a good type and are suitable. 


LUGGAGE ETC. 

There is room under seats for ordinary luggage. Two racks are 
provided in addition to coat and hat hooks on each side of 
car. This convenience is much appreciated. 


CLOSET ACCOMMODATION 

A closet is provided at rear end of car at opposite end of car to 
that used by smokers. It is intended for general use by both 
sexes but the car being a mixed one, neither Ladies nor Gents 
care to use it; (On the occasion I travelled with it, no one 
made use of it). 


I understand from the S.A.R. representative that the ex- 
perience in South Australia is the same and itis only until one 
lady leads the way that other ladies are induced to follow the 
example. 


As ladies sit at that end, several gentlemen expressed to me 
their diffidence to use it either, and waited till train pulled up 
at stations to use the conveniences there. There is nothing on 
the compartment to indicate its purpose and I think if it were 
labelled ‘Ladies and Gents W.C.’ it might be more generally 
used. 


SMOKING 

Front end of car is labelled ‘smoking’ and tne car is so airy that 
this practice can be indulged in without any discomfort to 
ladies and non-smokers at rear end. 


Peter Medlin 


heard distinctly a mile away. 


VENTILATION 

Ventilation is good and side windows 
lift up the same as ordinary carriage 
stock. There is a small fixed window just above the window 
referred to and it struck me is [if] these small windows were 
made to open, the current of air would be well above pas- 
sengers’ heads and would minimise any discomfort to pas- 
sengers by reason of the draught. 


DRINKING WATER 
A supply of drinking water is provided in car with facilities 
for icing. 

A receptacle with paper drinking cups is attached close 
to the water tap. 


ENTRANCE TO CAR 

The entrance door is the only real disadvantage the car 
possesses being too low and passengers entering from the 
platforms have to stoop to enter. 

There is a notice on top of door advising passengers to 
‘Mind your Head’. There is, however, more likelihood of 
heads being bobbed when getting out and a similar notice 
should be placarded inside. 

This could be minimised by arching the doorways and 
I am informed, the S.A.R. people are having this done. 

understand it is used in America (where it was built) on 
the line where there are no platforms, hence the low doors. 


PARCEL ACCOMMODATION 

I like the fine roomy Motorman’s compartment where 
seating accommodation is provided for 8 passengers and 
would allow of a reasonable amount of mails and perishable 
goods being carried and enables Motorman to have them 
under his eye. 
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Brill model 55 SAR railcar at Orbost in 1924 as the AEC railmotor takes a spell Ian Barkla Collection 


In South Australia where car has been running, I under- 
stand an old light van is attached as a trailer and up to 60 cans 
of cream is conveyed therein. 


HORSE POWER 


The car is 48 H.P., B.R., which is equal to about 60 H.P., A.R. 
Its limits of haulage here, I understand, has not yet been 
exploited. 


CONSUMPTION OF OIL 


It is running at present 6 miles to the gallon of spirit, and 
has storage capacity for 40 gallons. 


GENERAL 


The motorman informed me that he had no difficulty in 
keeping time and could easily do the journey in less time if 
required. 

The S.A.R. representative assured me that this same car has 
been doing a daily run in South Australia of 232 miles. It car- 
ries a supply of 40 gallons of spirit — equal to a journey 240 
miles. 

In South Australia the car is considered 2nd class but up to 
the present we have been regarding it as a 1st class compart- 
ment and booking 2nd class in our own [A.E.C.?] trailer. 

If a car of this description were kept on the Orbost Line 
where the 2nd class traffic is about 10 to 1 First class, some dif- 
ferent arrangement would have to be made to avoid com- 
plaints as the trailer cannot accommodate all the 2nd class 
passengers offering. The overflow has to be accommodated 
in the 1st class car and first class passengers naturally resent 
paying the higher fare for the same accommodation. 

I am afraid that unless a larger car is sent to replace this 
one, it will be a retrograde step — Passengers travelling on the 
trip I made, without exception, were unstinted in their praise 
of the S.A.R car — and as we have already driven the road cars 
off the track between Orbost and Bairnsdale, it would be a 
pity not to hold it — Four (4) road cars of a value of £800 each 
previously running between Orbost and Bairnsdale are now 
lying idle at Orbost. 

The returns from Orbost and Bairnsdale disclose that there 
has been a considerable increase in the booking between 
those stations since the advent of the Rail Motor on the line 
and have quite justified the anticipations I formed when 
recommending the use of it. 

I think the question of building a trailer capable of carrying 
a reasonable quantity of travellers samples and parcels might 
be considered. This would not only tend to increase the 
number of places where Rail Motors could be advantageously 


used but would eliminate the objections now raised by 
Commercial Travellers on account of the present disability 
in this respect. 

(Signed) John. G. Lee. 

Relieving District Superintendent. 

General Superintendent. 

Room 2. 


26.8.24. 

As orally directed the within report of the District Superin- 
tendent setting out his views of the South Australian Rail 
Motor temporarily loaned to this State, is forwarded for 
perusal. There is no doubt that this car is of much more com- 
fortable type than ours but I do not think the advantages are 
such as to justify the increased capital cost — almost 100% 
more than our own type. 

It is understood the Chief Mechanical Engineer is also sub- 
mitting a report on Secretary’s ’24/ 12343. The double-ended 
[Leyland] type rail motor which was recently authorised 
should adequately meet our requirement. 


Actg General Superintendent. 
The Chairman. 


FURTHER NOTES 


From the information provided by the Relieving District 
Superintendent, the railmotor referred to in the memoran- 
dum is one of the (then) recently delivered Brill Model 55 
Railcars. Twelve of these vehicles, numbered 4 to 15, entered 
service on the South Australian Railways between 24th 
March, 1924 and 31st July, 1924. The number of the railmotor 
mentioned in the memorandum was not recorded, and as all 
twelve had entered service prior to the date of the memoran- 
dum, it could be any one of them. 

The use of this rail motor type on the Victorian Railways 
system, was destined not to be, as the reply to The Chairman 


states: ‘The double-ended [Leyland] type of railmotor which 


was recently authorised .. .’. The Brill railcar (this time the 
Model 75 type) was to re-appear on the Victorian Railways in 
1928 as a comparison to the Petrol Electric Rail Motor (see 
NEWSRAIL May, 1992). 

Further information on the Brill Model 55 Railcar can 
be found in the publication Steam Locomotives and Railcars 
of the South Australian Railways by R E Fluck, R Sampson, 
K J Bird, dated 1986. 
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THE BRIGHT AND 
BEECHWORTH 
LINES 


The Stations 


Above: Myrtleford station circa 1890. 


Below: Beechworth station. Date unknown but 
thought to be around the same period as the photo 
above Both photos ARHS Archives 
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Above: D?639 at Bright station with the Norman car during a Commissioner’s visit. 


Below: Everton station about 100 years ago Both photos ARHS Archives 
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Above: Deep in the Ovens Valley near Porepunkah, K153 leads the 
05 50 Wangaratta to Bright goods on Wed.30.12.64 John Woollett 


Below: D?635 has just arrived at Beechworth with a goods from 
Everton and is about to shunt. Fri.7.10.60 Don McLean 
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Above: T404 is shunting at Everton on a Bright goods. Fri.29.12.78. 


Below: The driver of T358 on an up Bright goods is about to change the staff with the signalman 
at Bowser as the train joins the main North East line. Mon.27.3.78 Both photos John Dare 
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: Above: K171 departing Bright for Wangaratta, January 1961. 
,.. Lhe Steam : eens 
: Below: D?667 at Beechworth on Mon.15.1.62 Both photos Lindsay Crow 
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Above: D*635 shunting at Everton to make up the Beethworth goods on Mon.12.3.62. 
Below: K177 on the turntable at Bright in May 1956 Both photos Lindsay Crow 


* 
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Above: T404 slowly trundles through the Ovens River Valley near 
Everton with the Bright to Wangaratta goods on Fri.29.12.78 


... Lhe Diesels 


Below: T358 leaves Bright with an up goods on Mon.27.3.78 
Both photos John Dare 
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Above: On Mon.3.1.77, T413 ran a special pass. as the last train to Beechworth. The last goods 
train ran in December 1976. T413 is seen here at Beechworth. 


Below: Another special pass., this time T331 with an ARE tour on the Bright line. Sun.13.11.77 
Both photos John Dare 
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— A day at — 


ROBINVALE 


EE... to Robinvale, just after 
sunrise at Berriwillock, I noticed the 
five empty grain hoppers to be loaded 
with pesticide free wheat. A further 19 
kilometres on the township of Sea 
Lake and one takes a right hand turn 
and travels another 40 kilometres to 
Chinkapook, where the first sighting 
of the Robinvale line occurred. The 
next location, Cocamba is where there 
should be some grain hoppers, indicat- 
ing that the train has been and gone. 
Sure enough, by the time I reached 
Robinvale, G528-G536 had already 


been detached from the grain hoppers and began to head 
for the platform in readiness for their rest at 07 35. 


With eight hours to fill 
in, I commenced a thorough 
examination of the station 
and its environs, just as heavy 
cloud cover began to thwart 
my attempts to spend a 
sunny day in the Murray 
River town. 

Robinvale consists of a 
three yard layout, with two 
dead end extensions, two 
crossovers and a gravity type 
silo siding servicing the GEB 
silos, going in the up direc- 
tion. This siding holds appro- 
ximately 20 grain hoppers. 

Of the two dead-end 
extensions at the down end 
of the station, one dead-end 
siding has a water column 
connected to an empty type 
A water tank. Remnants of 
the steam era don’t just stop 
there. Further along this 
dead-end extension is an ash 
pit and a 53 ft turntable, 
which appears to be in work- 
ing order. 

The other dead-end siding 
used to be the line that 
crossed the Murray River and 
terminated some 14 miles at 
Korakee. This line closed in 
February 1943. The earth for- 


mation 1s still clearly visible and at the bridge over the Murray 
the road deviates, suggesting that the bridge was originally 


rail only. 


The wooden station building is in a partially demolished 
condition, whilst on the western or opposite side of the 
station stands the immaculate GEB silo complex, with its 


pale green main silos. 


In following on from my 
time at Short Term 


Planning, I decided to drive 
the 470 odd kilometres to 
Robinvale, to see this train 
in the flesh so to speak, as 


I saw it develop from an 
embryo on a GEB order 


form 


Peter Foote 


G528-G536 at Robinvale on Mon.21.12.92 Peter Foote 


The yard itself is in generally good 
condition, weed free, well ballasted 
with the sleepers in suitable condition. 
Approximately every sixth sleeper 
from the water column to the turntable 
has been replaced as well as along to 
the dead-end extension. To counter 
this optimistic feeling, the rails them- 
selves were in a fairy rusty condition. 

As Mr Doug MacKechnie rightly 
pointed out (NEWSRAIL May 1990), the 
only business available for V/Line are 
the GEB silos, but by the evidence at 
the station, it wasn’t always so. On the 


silo road is the remains of a turn-out allowing a line to run to 
a nearby dried fruit co-op. The rails still remain within the 


confines of that company. 
Another potential customer 
just up the road is McWil- 
liams Winery, which has no 
evidence of ever being con- 
nected to the rail network. 

By mid-afternoon, the men ° 
from the GEB turned up, 
many hours late, to fill the ten 
V/Line grain hoppers. Talk- 
ing to them produced some 
items of interest. They came 
from Nyah West, near Swan 
Hill, and were late due to an 
auger breakdown further 
south at Anneullo. They’re 
clearing out all the silos north 
of Manangatang in readiness 
for the following season’s 
harvest. Also, the grain is 
labelled as scrappings because 
literally that is what it means. 
The GEB men say that 
another train will completely 
empty the silos north of 
Manangatang and then they 
don’t expect another train 
this far north for about six to 
nine weeks. 

The rate of filling the 
hoppers is progressing well, 
taking about 20 minutes to fill 
each hopper at first. As the 
gtain becomes lower and less 


in the silo, the longer it takes to fill a grain hopper. 

At 16 00, the crew returned and prepared the locos for 
the return journey. By 16 30 the GEB men were still filling the 
second last hopper and the heavy cloud which covered the 
sky nearly all day finally gave way to heavy rain. 

This gave the signal to leave Robinvale for the trek home, 
leaving the crew of 9124 to depart in the dark and wet. 
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PRESERVATION 


STEAMRAIL 


Set out hereunder is the Vintage Train 
programme for 1994, as advised in 
December: 


= 19 March: 
Suburban ramble by steam. 

= 4 April: 
Bendigo Easter Fair. 

= 17 April: 
Gippsland rambler to Korumburra. 
Two K class. 

= 12 to 15 May: 
Travel by steam through the West- 
ern Districts then meet SA loco 621. 
Farewell K190 which is being lent to 
Steamranger for use on the Victor 
Harbor line. 


= 15 May: 
Meet 621 at Ararat. 
= 5 June: 
Bylands tram museum, Army 
museum or Mitchelton winery. 
= 3 July: 
Three Rs to Bendigo. 
= 14 August: 


The snow train to Moe. 

= 4 September: 
Wangaratta Air World or Brown 
Bros winery. 

= 30 October: 
Castlemaine festival. 

= November: 
Visit infrequently used wheat lines 
of Western Victoria and South Aus- 
tralia. 


News from the preservation scene 


= 4 December: 
Sovereign Hill or picnic at Lal Lal. 


ECHUCA 


Further to an item in September 1993, 
p.285. 

After years of effort, plans to turn 
the Echuca loco shed into a living piece 
of history are almost finalised. 

The Moama Bowling Club has 
donated $600 to build the last of seven 
new windows for the northern end of 
the building. 

Jobskill labourers have recently 
finished rebuilding the brickwork at 
the northern end, including complex 
arched entrances and curved chimneys. 

It is now planned to turn the end 
rooms into a railway museum, includ- 
ing historic photographs and exhibits, 
marking the building’s 130 year history. 

Depending on Jobskills funding, it is 
hoped to have the windows fitted, roof 
fixed and doors replaced at the nor- 
thern end by mid-1994. In the long 
term there are plans to renovate the 
entire building and turn it into a com- 
munity facility. 

Recently, interested groups met to 
discuss the future of the railway station 
and investigations are now underway 
by the Murray River Historical Railway 
Society to bring a K class locomotive 
down from Deniliquin, restore it, and 
run local tourist trips. 

Any reader with historic railway 
items or photographs, who wishes to 


. 


donate or lend them for copying for 
display in the museum, is asked to con- 
tact Ms Joan Mitchell on telephone 
(054) 82 4225. 


1375: This locomotive has now been 
placed onto Mr G Boatwright’s prop- 
erty at Torrumbarry. Mr Boatwright 
has amassed a collection including an 
assortment of agricultural machinery, a 
Centurion tank in working order and 
several tractors. He considers T375 
‘good investment stuff. 

The loco cost $25 000 and its mov- 
ing cost $5000 and took three months 
to organise. It took about 12 of Mr 
Boatwright’s friends and four cranes 
to lift the loco onto the low-loader 
at Echuca. 


YEA 


Yea Shire Council has decided to pro- 
ceed with landscaping at the former 
railway station site. This follows advice 
from the PTC that the land could only 
be leased by the shire, with no right of 
ownership. It was determined to lease 
the land from the PTC for a sum of 
$104 per annum. 

Council has been given to under- 
stand that the problem with transfer- 
ring ownership is that this must be 
carried out under State legislation; 
however, the relevant legislation can- 
not be found. A recent application to 
the National Trust for funds to repair 
the roof of the station was frustrated 
by the council’s non-ownership. 


T411, now owned by the Mornington Railway Preservation Society, stands in a siding at Baxter 
as the 10 00 up Stony Point pass. arrives hauled by T371 Bryce Leydon 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


SWAN HILL: A contributor has 
reported on the Swan Hill passenger 
service. It is more appropriate to 
include it in operational news than 
feature it as an article. He writes as 
follows: 


Since the upgrading of Victorian 
rail passenger services during the 
Spring of 1981, I have reported on 
several return journeys from Swan 
Hill to Melbourne. The changes to 
services effective from 22 August 
1993 leave this journey the longest 
train trip available within the state. 

To provide a background to the 
current service, some mention must 
be made of events which followed 
the announcement, early in 1993, of 
drastic cut-backs to country 
passenger routes, including buses 
replacing trains north of Bendigo. 

Public and local government 
response resulted in a Save The 
Train Committee being formed. This 
group included representatives from 
all the shire and town councils from 
Eaglehawk to Swan Hill, consumer 
groups and even representatives 
from the road transport industry. 

Many meetings were held, 
culminating in a very large public 
rally in Swan Hill, which was of 
obvious concern to local politicians. 


Station 
Arr. 

Sat.4.12: 

Swan Hill 

Kerang 07 29 

Pyramid 

Dingee 

E/Hawk 

Bendigo 09 02 

C/Maine 

Kyneton 

Sp/St 11 00 


Timetable 


About this time the idea, first 
mooted some years earlier, of a 
possible train/bus link between 
Melbourne and Mildura, via Swan 
Hill, was suggested as a possible 
option in reducing travelling time by 
as much as two hours over a bus 
route, which more or less followed 
the Vinelander route. 

It was ultimately announced that 
the rail service would be retained. 
V/Line officials met with the 
committee and outlined proposed 
timetables, along with plans to 
provide buses to and from Mildura 
which connected with the trains at 
Swan Hill. 

V/Line suggested Z sets would be 
the most appropriate for the service, 
the catering would be tendered out 
and the conductors would be based 
in Melbourne. They added that the 
Swan Hill station would not be 
staffed and travel arrangements 
would have to be made with travel 
agents. 

The local committee had a 
number of reservations about some 
of the V/Line proposals, among 
them the axing of local conductors 
and de-staffing of the station, and it 
was maintained that the station 
should remain the main venue for 
passengers to purchase tickets and 
obtain travel information. 


Actual 
Dep. Arr. 


06 50 
07 31 07 28 
07 57 07 54 
08 22 08 20 
08 48 08 47 
09 05 08 55 
09 31 09 30 
09 52 09 52 
11 00 


(a): Slow from St Albans, with brief stop near South Kensington. 


Mon.6.12: 

Sp/St 

Kyneton 92 

C/Maine 125 

Bendigo 162 

E/Hawk 170 

Dingee 211 

Pyramid 249 

Kerang 289 

Swan Hill 345 22 00 


17 42 
18 54 18 50 
19 16 19 11 
19 48 19 46 
19 57 19 58 
20 24 20 25 
20 49 20 50 
21 16 21 14 
21 53 


(b): Signal check on the up side of Sunbury for one minute. 


(c): Slow from Kangaroo Flat. Refer text. 


Arrival and departure times rounded off to the nearest minute. 


The proposed timetable was quite 
well accepted, with the minor excep- 
tion that some members considered 
the down service on Saturdays 
would leave Spencer Street a little 
early for anyone attending sporting 
events, and it would not attract the 
day return market in this context. 

Some members expressed interest 
in the possible use of the new 
Sprinter units as an alternative to 
loco-hauled trains. However one 
member expressed the view that 
these units were designed for 
commuter service, rather than on 
longer routes, and this opinion was 
endorsed by one of the V/Line 
representatives. 

There was some compromise 
before 22 August. The Swan Hill 
based conductors were offered 
‘packages’, allowing their 
replacement by Melbourne based 
personnel. Operation of the station 
was put to tender, and further 
tenders were invited for the on-train 
catering and the provision of the 
interconnecting bus service to 
Mildura. The Saturday down 
departure was put back to 18 10. 

All has eventuated, except the 
catering, which is still provided by 
V/Line staff. As well, N sets are 
frequently used rather than the 
expected Z sets. 


I sampled the service with an up 
journey on Sat.4.12, returning on 
Mon.6.12. First contact was made 
three days prior to travel with a 
through booking to Pakenham. 
This was accomplished efficiently 
and it was obvious that the 
contractor was well conversant 
with the necessary connecting trains. 
The contractor also spoke of his 
hopes to set up some refreshment 
facilities within the building, 
particularly for the convenience of 
bus passengers. 


On the Saturday, the consist was 
N470 and an N set. On Monday the 
consist was N462 and two N sets, 
the trailing set being detached at 
Bendigo. 


The chart I have prepared shows 
details of both journeys. Some four 
minutes were lost on the down 
between Castlemaine and Bendigo, 
with signal checks from Kangaroo 
Flat and a three minute stop at the 
up end of the Bendigo yard, after 
which the train crossed to the up 
line to return on the down line just 
prior to the platform. 


The down line was occupied, as 
far as could be seen, by the Y class 
which ultimately backed up to the 
trailing N set, to draw it a couple of 
metres clear of the train. As will be 
noted, there is sufficient recovery 
time built into the timetable to allow 
the early arrival at Swan Hill. 


Comparing the present timetable 
to that introduced in 1981, the up 
journey time has been reduced by 
15 minutes and the down by 17 
minutes. 


The interiors of both trains were 
very clean, however the exteriors 
were grubby, as were the locos. Only 
use of the catering was the usual cup 
of coffee on the up. The Tracks 
Restaurant was a more attractive 
alternative to on-train fare on the 
down. 


With journey times of less than 
four and a half hours, the trip 
compares favourably with journey 
time by car, particularly if a 
refreshment stop is taken, as 
recommended as a safety factor for 
road users. 


Perhaps proper promotion could 
attract more passengers, although 
press reports suggest this service as 
one of the better patronised routes. 
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G532-A77 unloading wheat at Geelong on Sat.31.7.93 Roger Gillard 


SOUTH WEST -— Geelong - 
Warrnambool - Cressy - 
Mt Gambier - Portland - Ararat 


MT GAMBIER: As previously 
reported, the 20 30 (9193) 
Tottenham yard - Mt Gambier goods 
is usually hauled by a single G or X 
class loco. Recorded exceptions have 
been: 


Thurs.13.1: $307-X43. 

Fri.14.1: X38 G527 arrived light loco 
from Portland and in company 
with X38 hauled the return (9192) 
goods. 


Tues.18.1: A85. 
GEELONG LOCO DEPOT: 


Sun: 21.11: G512, G524, G535, G536, 
G542, G543, N453, N461, N475, 
P13, $317, T369, T371, T402, T409, 
Y135, Y147, Y156. 

Sun.28.11: G514, G527, G531, G533, 
G536, G542, N464, T369, T382, 
Y135, Y147, Y156. 

Sun.5.12: G512, G516, G521, G526, 
G533, G538, G539, N463, $313, 
1379, X35, Y135, Y156, Y174. 

Sun.12.12: N458, N463, T369, T1379, 
X52, Y135, Y147, Y156, Y174. 

Sun.19.12: G515, G524, G526, G530, 
N466, N469, N470, T369, T379, 
7390, Y147, Y156, Y174. 

Mon.27.12: G521, G530, G535, G536, 
G539, G541, G543, H1, T382, 
T402, Y147, Y156. 


Sun.2.1: G513, G516, G529, G530, 
G532, G533, G542, H1, N466, 
1390, T402, T409, Y147, Y156. 

Sun.9.1: G530, G533, G539, N469, 
1382, T392, X35, Y147, Y156. 

Sun.16.1: G511, G512, G524, G541, 
G543, N461, N471, T369, T374, 
1392, X40, Y129, Y147, Y165, 
Y174. 

1413, W241 and W244 were present 
on each visit. 


GHERINGHAP: Between 
Mon.20.12 and Fri.31.12 up grain 
trains, numbered 9122, 9124, 9126 
and 9196 ran nearly every day. The 
normal consist was double-headed G 
class with between 27 and 40 
wagons. With the exception of 9196, 
times through Gheringhap were 
reasonably consistent, 9122 running 
through between 06 30 and 07 30, 
9124 between 12 30 and 13 30, 9126 
between 02 00 and 02 30. 9196, a 
special working, ran through 
between 22 50 and 05 00. 
05 30 (9137) (MWE) North 
Geelong Yard - Cowangie goods: 
Mon.20.12: G543-G536-G512-27 
wagons at 07 27. 
Wed.22.12: G539-G537-25 wagons at 
06 59. 
Fri.24.12: G540-23 wagons at 07 24. 
Wed.29.12: G538-3 wagons at 06 05. 


18 45 (9145) West Tower - Islington 
superfreighter: Normally scheduled 
through Ballarat. 


Tues.21.12: BL27-704-30 wagons at 
18 43. 


Thurs.23.12: BL27-704-28 wagons at 
18 58. 


Fri.24.12: BL26-S301-28 wagons at 
16 53. 


Mon.27.12: BL31-BL35-29 wagons at 
16 22. 


Tues.28.12: BL26-S301-26 wagons at 
17 11. 


Wed.29.12: BL28-702-26 wagons at 
17 31. 


Thurs.30.12: BL26-S301-26 wagons at 
17 28. 

Fri.31.12: BL28-702-26 wagons at 
17 32. 


12 10 (9169) Tottenham Yard - Dry 

Creek goods: 

Mon.20.12: C506-25 wagons at 15 27. 

Tues.21.12: BL28-BL35-65 wagons at 
13 47. 

Wed.22.12: C509-C510-61 wagons at 
16 08. 

Thurs.23.12: BL35-S313-60 wagons at 
14 16. 

Fri.24.12: G527-C508-C510-47 wagons 
at 14 46. 

Tues.28.12: BL29-36 wagons at 13 33. 

Wed.29.12: C510-BL35-60 wagons at 
14 05. 

Thurs.30.12: G524-BL31-BL34-54 
wagons at 13 55. 

Fri.31.12: G528-C501-C507-54 wagons 
at 14 40. 
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WEST -— Ballarat - Ararat - 
Adelaide 


DIMBOOLA: On Sun.16.1 
C507-C508-C506, hauling the 19 45 
(9150) Dry Creek - Tottenham Yard 
goods, was stabled at Dimboola for 
10 hours in accordance with the 
timetable. The crew were unable to 
start C507 prior to departure, so the 
loco was shunted into No.3 track 
with a view to it being collected by 
the 16 00 (9146) Islington - South 
Dynon superfreighter later that 
night. 

C508 then had to be removed 
from the train and turned on the 
manual turntable, possibly the first 
time this class of loco has been 
turned at Dimboola. 


C508-C506 then led the train out 
of Dimboola at 18 45 instead of the 
scheduled 17 45. Upon departure its 
BOG light was altered, indicating 
9150 was to be routed through 
Cressy instead of Ballarat, probably 
because of the reduced power and 
milder grades. 


Other observations on the same 
day included G515-G542 departing 
for Portland on a grain train at 17 08 
and X45 stabled in the yard after 
having arrived the previous Friday 
evening on the 11 30 (9153) Corio - 
Horsham block oil. This loco was 
rostered to haul the 14 00 (9154) 
Dimboola - Corio goods on the 
following Tuesday. 


Just 12 months ago the people of the Wimmera district enjoyed two weil 
patronised passenger trains a day, now they have no passenger service. 
In better times, X33 accelerates the morning pass. past the Seppelts 
winery at Great Western on Sat.3.4.93 Graham Withers 


BALLARAT: An unusual practice, 
reintroduced during the second half 
of 1993, was rear end banking on 
Warrenheip Bank. The local goods 
train out of Ballarat was cancelled 
and the loading generated at Ballarat 
was transferred to the 10 30 (9152) 
Mildura - Tottenham Yard goods. 
This extra loading would put the 
goods over the load for Warrenheip 
Bank on an average of three times 
per week and, in order to solve the | 
problem, the loco off the 18 38 | 
(8137) down Ballarat pass. would be | 
utilised to bank 9152 from the rear. | 
Since mid-December, the evening 
train has become a Sprinter, so only 
the Y class pilot is normally available 
at that hour. 
Since Mon.17.1 the Ballarat East 
Loco has closed as a sign-on point, 
so locos tend to lay over in the dock 
platform when not required. 


PATRONAGE: The Horsham City 
Council has had to seek an assurance 
from the PTC that the bus service, 
which has replaced the train service, 
will not be lost or downgraded. 

It is understood that patronage is 
down 50% on the rail travel figures 
and councillors are suggesting the 
council should be encouraging 
members of the public to use the 
service. 

Council is continuing to push for 
a guarantee from the PTC for 
continued rail passenger service from 
Ararat. 


NORTH WEST — 
North West - Mildura 


MILDURA: Y124 has replaced Y165 
as the Mildura pilot on Fri.14.1. 
G and X class locos continue to 
dominate the Mildura line loco 
rosters, however, solo S313 was 
noted on the 16 00 (9142) up 
Mildura goods on Thurs.27.1. 
S307-G516 were observed at 
Mittyack on Thurs.20.1. Both locos 
were shut down in the silo siding 
and the Ouyen crew were waiting to 
be picked up by a PTC car from 
Ouyen. | 
Motorail traffic continues to | 
Mildura, surviving a three month | 
trial, after withdrawal of the | 
passenger service in September. 1993. | 
The railway telephone pole line 
between Mildura and Dunolly is 
being removed. Work commenced at 
the Mildura end and was well 
advanced by the end of January. 


NORTH -— Swan Hill - Echuca 
ECHUCA: On Mon.17.1 a new 
method of operation into NSW 
came into effect. Only X class locos 
are to cross the border. T class, if 
included in the train, are stabled at 
Echuca. It would also appear that 
9083’s schedule has been altered as 
sightings indicate its departure from 
Echuca as around mid-day, whereas 
the timetable indicates 05 20. 


06 00 (9067) Echuca - Moulamein 
goods: 
Tues.4.1: X41 departed 05 55. 
Wed.5.1: X38-12xVHGF departed 
05 45. 
Fri.7.1: X35-6xVHGF departed 06 32. 
Fri.14.1: X32-10xVHGF departed 
06 08. 
Thurs.20.1: X31-13xVHGF departed 
06 12. 


14 50 (9084) Moulamein - Echuca 
goods: 
Tues.4.1: X41-12xVHGEF arrived 
10 15. 
Fri.7.1: X35-14xVHGF arrived 09 23. 
Thurs.13.1: X40-18x VHGEF arrived 
12 28. 
Mon.17.1: X43-6xVHGEF arrived 
09 27. 
Wed.19.1: X32-13xVHGEF arrived 
11 07. 
Thurs.20.1: X31-10x VHGF. 


21 05 (9083) Melbourne - 

Deniliquin goods: 

Tues.4.1: T392-VLCX-2x VQRF- 
10xVHGF departed 06 37. 

Wed.5.1: T371-VLCX- VQRF- 
10xVHGF departed 07 43. 

Fri.7.1: T371-VLEX-2x VQRF- 
10xVHGF departed 06 32. 

Mon.10.1: T374-VLEX-10x VHGF 
departed 06 33. 

Tues.11.1: X33-3xVQRF-13x VHGF 
departed 07 00. 

Fri.14.1: T382-VQRF-7x VHGF 
departed 07 10. 

Mon.17.1: X¥43-VQRF-6x VHGF 
departed 12 45. 

Tues.18.1: X40 departed 12 30. 

Wed.19.1: X32-9xVHGF departed 
12 58. 

Thurs.20.1: X31-12xVHGF departed 
12 57. 

14 50 (9084) Deniliquin - 

Melbourne goods: 

Tues.4.1: X41-T392-2x VQRF-VLEX- 
VLCX-4xVZSX-15x VORF 
(empty)-15xVQRF in yard at 17 15. 
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Frt.7.1: T371-VLEX-12x VHGF- 
3xVQREF arrived 15 50. Proceeded 
at 17 00 as X35-1371-2x VQRF 
(super packs)- 21xVQRF (empty)- 
10x VQRE (containers). 

Mon.10.1: T374-VLEX-2x VQRE- 
13xVHGF arrived 15 26. Proceeded 
at 16 44 as X43-1374-VHGF- 
2xVQRF (super packs)-VLEX- 
14x VQRF (empty)-11xVQRF 
(containers). 

Mon.17.1: X43-VQRF-6x VHGF 
arrived 15 55. Proceeded at 16 45 
as X43-T408-2xVQRF (super 
packs)-12xVQRF (empty)- 
16x VQRF (onan. 

Tues.18.1: X40-9xVHGEF arrived 
15 23. Proceeded at 16 20 as 
X40-T409-2xVQRF (super packs)- 
21xVQRF (containers). 

Wed.19.1: X32-VQRF-12x VHGF 
arrived 16 15. 

Thurs.20.1: X31-8xVHGEF arrived 
16 00. 


BENDIGO LOCO DEPOT 
VISITS: 

Sun.2.1: N451, T392, X41, Y138. 
Sun.9.1: N464, T374, X43, Y138. 
Sun.16.1: N472, X43, T408, Y138. 
Sun.23.1: N463, X31, Y138. 


BENDIGO NEWS: Recorded 


sightings as hereunder: 


14 50 (TuTh) (9080) Swan Hill - 
Tottenham Yard goods: 
Thurs.30.12: X48-T369-4x VHGF- 
2x VTQF-VLCX-9x VTQF- 
5xVHGF arrived 16 44. 
Tues.11.1: X50-4x VT QF-CLCX- 
16x VTQF-6xVHGEF arrived 18 07. 
Thurs.13.1: $317-X52-5x VHGF- 
5x VIQF-8x VHGF-3x VI QF- 
VLEX-4xVTQF- 10xVHGF arrived 
18 34. 
Tues.18.1: X45-X53-7xVZSX- 
3x VT QF-2x VLEX- VHGF- 
13x VT QF-3xVZSX- 17x VHGF 
arrived 17 42. X43-VQCX-VCCX- 
VZFA-VLEX was attached prior to 
departure. 
Thurs.20.1: 
G513-A81-T379-13x VIQF-VLCX- 
VLEX-35xVHGEF arrived 19 10. 
Block grain trains have been 
sighted on the following days: 
Thurs.30.12: G526-20xVHGEF (9124). 
Fri.31.12: G532-G533-27x VHGF 
(9124). 


Sun.2.1: G526-G535-37xVHGE (9124). 


Fri.14.1: X46-X53-11xVHGF (9124). 
Mon.24.1: G513-G511- VLCX- VLEX- 
29xVHGEF (9126). 


NORTH EAST — North East - 
Strathmerton - Albury 


NORTH EAST: The following 
unusual sightings have been 
recorded at Benalla and northwards: 


Fri.3.12: A70: Benalla on a down 
ballast and special works train at 
08 30. 

Mon.6.12: T382: Eight wagon ballast 
train at Benalla 14 00. 
N473-A70-X52: Down Albury pass 
at Benalla at 14 25. N473-X52: Up 
Long Island steel at Springhurst 
18 30. 

Tues.21.12: Y118: Arrived at 
Wodonga at 11 50 with Albury - 
Long Island goods. 

Wed.29.12: N465-X50-X54. Albury - 
Long Island steel at Benalla 20 00. 


MANGALORE: 


Thurs.6.1: $317-X53-X36. Down 
Albury pass. at 13 20. 

Tues.11.1: X36-X49: Down Albury 
pass. at 13 18. 

Wed.12.1: A78-S307: Up Shepparton 
pass. at 08 04. 

Thurs.13.1: A79-X50: Down Albury 
pass. at 13 30. 

Fri.14.1: A78-S307-S317: Down 
Albury pass. at 13 17. 

Tues.18.1: $313-T390: Up Mooroopna 
superfreighter at 12 59. S310-S307- 
A77: Down Albury pass. at 13 20. 

Wed.19.1: $313-T392. Up Mooroopna 
superfreighter at 12 37. X53-X45: 
Down Albury pass. at 13 20. 

Thurs.20.1: X53-X45: Down Albury 
pass. at 13 30. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


MANGALORE: There is very little 
of interest sighted on the standard 
gauge. Occasionally triple headers are 
seen but the main interest is the two 
C class locos. They are frequently 
seen as second unit and the month’s 
highlight was on Sun.23.1 when they 
double-headed a goods through at 
19 55. 


METROPOLITAN 


STONY POINT PASS.: During the 
school holidays, the usual T class 
loco was replaced by an X class, as 
the extra loading made it difficult for 
the T to maintain the timetable. 


Week ending — 
Sun.12.12: X42 and X41. 
Sun.19.12: X36, X40, X44. 
Sun.26.12: X44, X43, X36. 


Sun.2.1: X38, X41, X42. 
Sun.9.1: X42, X43, X33. 
Sun.16.1: X33, X40, X42, X41. 


On Mon.27.12 and Tues.28.12, 
T396-T390 were used in place of an 
X that apparently became 
unserviceable prior to departure 
from Dynon to Frankston. 

Normally, when T class are used, 
the locos are changed on 
Wednesday morning. However with 
the X class, they have to be changed 
on both Wednesday and Friday 
because of the extra fuel 
consumption. 

Single T class hauled service 
resumed on Mon.17.1. 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS: 


07 10 (9522) (M-Sa) Long Island - 
Tottenham yard goods. 


14 45 (M-F) 14 20 (Sa) (9531) 
Tottenham Yard -Long Island 
block steel. 


9522 9531 

15.12 A79-X46-S310 G538-S313 
16.12 G538 

17.12 X36-X43-S313 
18.12 N457-X45-A71 G529-S313 
20.12 G529 G529-S313 
21.12 G511-S301-H1 
22.12 G527-N455 X38-S313-H2 
24.12 X47-X54-N451 X42-G537 
28.12 G529-X51 
29.12 G529-X51 
30.12 BL34-BL31 G529-X51 
31.12 G543-X51 


3.1. X51-G543 
4.1 G512 

5.1. A78-X54-X50 G534-X48 
6.1 X35-X47-X46 G534-X48 
71 G543-X46 


X48-G512 


8.1 X50-X47 
10.1 G543 
11.1 $301-X32-X53 
12.1 X36-G536 G513-S313 
13.1 X53-X46 X35-C501-S313 
14.1 C501-S313-S301 
15.1 A79-G534 G534-S310 
17.1 G534 


G543-X46 


15 20 (M-F)15 15 (Sa)16 10 (Su) 

Aust. Glass Co. siding - Spotswood 

goods. 

Sun.28.11: T388, at Dandenong 17 50. 

Sat.11.12: T390-5 wagons, Dande- 
nong at 17 47. 

Sat.18.12: [388-6 wagons, Dande- 
nong at 17 38. 

Wed.12.1: [392-7 wagons, Spencer 
Street at 13 45. 

Thurs.20.1: T402-6 wagons, Dande- 
nong at 18 02. 


| 92 | 
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X39 leads a standard gauge superfreighter out of Seymour loop at 


aad i eS 


16 24 on Fri.17.12.93 Peter Foote 


BAXTER: On Mon.27.12, T411 was 
sighted in the refuge at Baxter. It 1s 
thought that this loco has been 
made available to the Mornington 
Rail Preservation Society. 


FAIRFIELD GOODS: During 1993, 
51 trains conveyed 342 wagons of 
pulp to Fairfield. Most trains were 
from six to eight wagons in length, 
but January included two short trains 
of three wagons. 

Sixteen trains ran on Fridays and 
35 on Wednesdays. A few of the 
latter ran before the morning peak, 
or even on the Tuesday to avoid 
trackwork at Fairfield. 

Most of the locos were T class but 
four trains were not sighted. Of the 
remaining 47 the breakup was as 
follows: 

T379 and 1396: 7 

T402: 6 

1374: 5 

1371, T1392, T408 and T409: 3 

T388: 2 

T369, 1382, T1390, T400: 1 

P23 ran on Wed.30.6 


P17 on Wed.28.7 
P21 on Fri.30.7 
Pll on Wed.20.10. 


The VFNX wagons were 
predominant early in the year, but 
were not used after the down train 
on Wed.21.4. Thereafter, open 
wagons provided about 60% of the 
service and these included the older, 
flat sided, VOBX. The vans used 
were mostly VLCX, but VLEX and 
VLDX were also used. 

Of the small numbers of VLDX, 
numbers 6, 7, 11, 12 and 14 were 
sighted, three of them arriving in 
one train on Fri.21.5. VLDX7 made 
three trips to Fairfield. 

Most of the trains arrived at 
Fairfield between 09 30 and 11 30. 
The service was not regular 
throughout the year and no train ran 
between Wed.27.1 and Wed.17.3. 
There were other times during the 
year when there was no train for 
two weeks. 

The loads were pulp from 
Maryvale and the wagons were 
carded to return there. 
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A page of Railway Miscellany — contributions invited 


A recent and unlikely publication to cross my desk (as 


all the best columnists say) was The Oxford Dictionary of : 


Quotations — New Edition. Looking for pearls of wisdom 
about things railway I came across this surprising entry. 

‘The First World War had begun — imposed on the 
statesmen of Europe by railway timetables. It was an 
unexpected climax to the railway age.’ The quote is attributed 
to one AJ P Taylor, 1906, 1990. British Historian. 

Railway timetables are never perfect. In fact they can be 
infuriating at times but to blame them for causing the First 
World War is a bit over the top — as they use to say in the 
tenches. 


Gare railway staff as defined in 1924. 


Station Master: One of the few favoured residents with a Mr 
to his name. Much sought after to fill official positions in 
sporting clubs, recreation societies, etc. An object of terror 
to lad porters during their first month in the Service. A target 
for those countless ‘billet-doux’, commonly known as 
“please explains’, the majority of he dexterously passes on to 
his subordinates. A supposed ‘fount of knowledge’, and an 
enquiry bureau for townsmen and cockies, and is expected 
to give reliable advice on such matters as — filling up of 
income tax returns, a knowledge of the latest market prices, 
and of all the best cures for sick horses, cows, etc. 

Would it be too cynical to suggest that the above was 
composed by a Station Master? 


[. these days of declining rail traffic there seems to be a 
growing interest in the study of the time when Australian 
railways were put to their sternest test, i.e, during World War 
Two. 

The mind boggles when reading of the number of trains 
and the mileages run during the crisis years of 1942 and 1943. 
The following amazing statistics come from the Melbourne 
to Seymour line Train Control graph for the 31 March 1943 on 
which day no less than 39 express trains (passenger and 
troop) ran over the section. The number of carriage journeys 
totalled 290 and the all up tonnage hauled was 11,363. The 
passengers included 5,500 civilians, 15,800 Australian and 
1015 United States Troops. 

In addition 45 goods trains operated consisting of 1145 
vehicles aggregating 31,663 tons. 

The troop figures come from the Australian War Memorial 
records and include 5,845 men who arrived in Melbourne 
from the Middle East and required eight trains to take them 
north. 

While this concentrated activity was taking place on the 
North-eastern line the Victorian Railways had to provide 
their normal services to other country centres. 


! wonder what a Driver-in-Charge of a country locomotive 
depot at the time of the Second World War would make of an 
advertisement for Locomotive Drivers in Charge issued by 
the slowly-emerging National Rail Corporation. 


In addition to the more normal tasks expected of the 
enginemen, the new generation of supervisors are expected 
be to cope with ‘organisation and supervision of ‘quality 
circle’ discussions’ and ‘conduct code of conduct interviews’. 
Phew! ‘Froggy’ France and his like would turn in their graves. 


| was handed a pocket timetable at my local suburban 
station recently giving the train times to and from Flinders 
Street. 


The card is much improved on the previous issue handed 
out some years ago and includes a map and the comforting 
information that I may buy my Met tickets by credit card. 


Part of the cost of producing the card was met (excuse the 
pun) by a commercial organisation flogging absorbent inner 
soles for my shoes. The proprietors claim that their product 
absorbs unhealthy sweat when playing all kinds of sport and 
other activities such as mowing the lawn. It says nothing 
about giving relief for feet made sweaty when standing for 
excessive periods in crowded commuter trains. 


M ore job specifications for country railway station staff. 


Assistant Station Master: An SM in embryo, hardly credited 
with the comprehensive knowledge of his senior officer, but 
with great possibilities. Not yet qualified for the ‘handle’ to 
his name and hardly in demand for filling public positions. 


Relieving Station Master: The super S.M.; and the 
commercial traveller on the job; a position tacitly admitted 
by landlords, by charging the highest rates. 


The Clerk: The SM’s right hand man and the Beau Brummel 
of the staff. A favourite with the town’s staff, and a leading 
member of the younger set. 


A nother Australian com- 


mercial product brand name 
with a railway connotation. In 
this case we don’t know now 
whether the products bearing 
this brand were motor cycles 
or push bikes. 


NEWSRAIL March 1994 


TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


CORRECTIONS 


p.328: The corrections section regard- 
ing H class locos was incorrect. The 
allocated numbers should have read 
T413-T417. Only the first two or 
three appeared with T class number 
plates before the alteration was 
made. All the number plates were 
cast, as a T417 plate was on display 
at a recent Ballarat open day. 

p.23: Mr D Gibson is a full time direc- 
tor of WCR, not part time as 
published. 


PERSONAL (1) 

On Wed.12.1 the Melbourne Herald Sun 
featured an article on the retirement of 
Mr John Young, a V/Line conductor, 
stationed at Wodonga, who had com- 
pleted 50 years service with the rail- 
ways. Included with the article was a 
photograph of Mr Young checking a 
passenger’s ticket and a sad aspect of 
the picture was that there were no 


ODD SPOT 
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other passengers in the 20 visible seats 
in the carriage. 


As a contributor commented, “The 
faithful servant on an empty train’. 


NEWSRAIL extends its congratula- 
tions to Mr Young on his golden 
anniversary, an occasion that was ack- 
nowledged by the managing director 
of V/Line Passenger Services, Mr G 
Smithwick, who presented him with 
a commemorative plaque. 


PERSONAL (2) 


Mr Ian Breydon, a contributor to 
NEWSRAIL for many years, has un- 
fortunately suffered a stroke and at 
present is in hospital. 


NEWSRAIL wishes him well and 
hopes he has a speedy recovery. Mr 
Breydon laboriously scans all the local 
newspapers and sends in clippings of 
all matters related to the Victorian rail 
system. 


In the days of the Derm in the Echuca and Deniliquin area, each railway station 
had a post box that was cleared by the guard just prior to the train’s departure. 
There were also two clearances from Echuca Post Office for despatch of 
mail by the down Deniliquin morning and afternoon trains. 

By using the station mail box and catching the 06 05 up Melbourne train, 


a letter would be delivered into the Melbourne CBD that afternoon. 

A reply could be prepared and sent on the afternoon down passenger train 
to Echuca and be delivered next morning. 

Today, mail is cleared only at 17 00 each day and the service has diminished, 
resulting in increased business for fax users. 


N454-X45 pass through Glenorchy on the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. at 
11 26 on Tues.10.8.93. X45 will return with No.9154 goods Gavin McLaughlan 
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— The — 
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NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Railway ephemera and memorabilia — 
tickets, labels, stationery, forms, books, 
magazines, manuals, instructions, postcards 
and more! At the GRAND EPHEMERA 
FAIR, Malvern Town Hall, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sunday, 15 May. Be there!! ; 


Railway and Tramway books, parcel stamps, 
tickets, badges, special trip covers, postcards, 
letter fee stamps and much more!! Write for 
your free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 
Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


BRANCH LINE 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 


: : : Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 


Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Wels HNCGUNE Slap 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


Martin's Model Train Supplies 


READY TO RUN LOCOS AND ROLLINGSTOCK 

Kits, Tools, Accessories, Starter Sets, Baseboards 

and Modules, Mail Order, Collections bought and sold. 
Ample free parking. 

29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 

Phone and Fax (03) 841 8089 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


THE 40 Market Street Telephone 
RAILFAN Melbourne, Victoria (03) 621 2238 


SHOP Australia 3000 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
We stock e Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
e Powerline Models 
® Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 
® Roco Railways 
e Lima Railways HO and OO scales 
e Hornby Railways OO scale 
® Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
e Broad Gauge Bodies, Decals and Kits 
e Victorian Railway Memorabilia 
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If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, Mastercard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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S.A.R./A.N.RJ/A.N. 


“700 Class” 


CO-CO DIESEL ELECTRIC 
(also N.S.W.G.R. “442 Class”) 

4 versions of “700 Class”, 3 versions of “442 Class” 
PLANNED TOTAL BUILD OF 150 UNITS 
(50+100) 

DELIVERY LATE 1995 


Available by “subscription” or “off the shelf” 


R.U.B. CARS 


6 CAR SET, plus extracars. 1960's Tuscan — 30 sets only. 
AVAILABLE EARLY 1995 


N.S.W.G.R. 


“C38” 


’ ©3801 as restored C3830 as restored 
PLUS 
Several liveries in all black, 
all green and green and black of both the 
standard and streamlined versions 
“TRULY READY TO RUN” 
Planned delivery early 1995 


V.R.“K” Class |, pete 


3 STANDARD VERSIONS 
4 RESTORED VERSIONS 
To be offered in at least 10 road numbers. 
Incorporating all the features that set our models 
above the rest. 


AVAILABLE EARLY 1995 
Also a small run of Newport “N” Class 


V.R. “E” CARS 


4 types - 2 liveries 
Available August 1994 


V.R. “J” Class 


3 VERSIONS 
11 road numbers, including J515 as restored 
and standard oil or coal burners. 


AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER, 1994 


Vis 
PRECISION 
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The L.N.E.R. “A3” Class 


INCLUDING 
L.N.E.R. 4472 FLYING SCOTSMAN 
B.R. 60103 FLYING SCOTSMAN 
ALSO 
5 other versions of the “A3” Class in B.R. Brunswick 
Green livery. Very limited numbers available. 

$1750 Delivery June, 1994 
PILOT MODEL AT CAMBERWELL 


ALL MODELS IN HO SCALE 


Dates and Prices subject to change without notice. 


COMMONWEALTH RAILWAYS 


“CL” Class 


To be offered in all 5 versions 
C.R., A.N.R., A.N., C.L.P., C.L.F. 
Very limited edition of this famous 
CLYDE/E.M.D. DIESEL ELECTRIC 
$1295 All versions 


Delivery early 1995 


S.A.R. “620” CLASS 


LIGHT PACIFIC 
Planned build of 125 units in 3 versions 
1. 621 Restored 2.As 624 Museum 3. In service 
Available Mid 1995 
On a “subscription” or “off the shelf” basis 


OTHER PROJECTED BUILDS 


1.°700/710" Class 2.“RX"Class 3.“500"Class 4. “600” Class 


V.R. VINTAGE INTERURBAN CARS } 
2 BODY STYLES / 2 LIVERIES 
Small number available 
MAY, 1994 — $450 


V/Line 
“P” Class 


BO-BO DIESEL ELECTRIC 
150 UNITS, 10 NUMBERS 
PLANNED DELIVERY END 1995 
Available by “subscription ” or “off the shelf” 


CONTACT US FOR A MORE DETAILED NEWSLETTER 


PRECISION SCALE MODELS 


A Division of PSM. Developments (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


P.O. BOX 134, WANTIRNA SOUTH 3152, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA . Phone: (03) 801 1889 . Fax: (03) 801 5225 
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